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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
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Fletcher endowment keeps students at forefront
There are all kinds of ways for students to piece together a financial aid
package to help with their plan for college expenses, but what about
unexpected detours to that plan? What about a sudden and shortlived
financial downturn? What about an accident that threatens a student's
next semester? What about illness or countless other bumps on the road
to a degree? That's where the memory of Bob Fletcher and his philosophy of providing help to students will fill a need.
Fletcher, 56, died in December from cancer. The late vice provost and
dean of Academic Services spent 25 years at Grand Valley and the dominant thread through his legacy was his service to students. With that in
mind, Fletcher's family and former colleagues gathered February 11 at
the Meadows to sign papers creating the Robert W. Fletcher Memorial
Endowment.
"Bob had the idea to help, but not overhelp," said Lynn (Chick) Blue,
interim vice provost and dean of Academic Services. "We are working to
create an emergency fund that will help people just enough to get them
past a dilemma and get them re-connected to their support system."
Blue said this emergency fund is different by design. The award could
be for a new set of tires or $100 for groceries. The money will be
awarded by the Financial Aid office. The endowment must reach
$30,000 before any money can be distributed. Anyone who would like

Across Campus
Meadows increases
efforts to gain
dining business

Photo by Adam Bird

Chick Blue, interim vice provost and dean of Academic Services, watches Pat Fletcher sign papers to create the Robert W Fletcher Memorial
Endowment. Money will go to students with emergency financial
hardships.

to contribute to the endowment should contact University Development
at x16000.

···-------------------------newspapers and "9 Fore 9," in which customers
who buy nine meals through April will receive
a round of nine holes for free (golf cart not
included). Non-golfers can still take advantage
of the deal and receive $13 off their next meal.

The golf clubs and carts are in storage, but
the silverware and dinnerware remain out
and in use at the Meadows Restaurant.

Committee seeks
Barbara Jordan nominees

For the first time, staff members at the
golf club are marketing the restaurant in
an effort to increase business during winter months.
"Because we're on a golf course, most
people think we close in November," said
Beth Neumeier, food and beverage manager. "We want to get the word out to the
general public - and to students - that
we're here and we're open." Students can
use their dining cards at the Meadows.
Current specials include two-for-one meal
coupons placed in the Lanthorn and area

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

The restaurant is open from 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Tuesdays through Fridays and 4-8 p.m. on
Saturdays. Summer hours begin in April when
the Meadows will be open from 11 a.m.-8
p.m. Monday through Saturday.

The Barbara Jordan Committee seeks
nominees for the 2005 award. The award
honors an individual on campus who has been
a longtime advocate of women and women's
issues.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Visitors at the Meadows Restaurant listen to a
speech by Christine Brennan. Restaurant staff
members have increased marketing efforts to gain
dining business during winter months.

Criteria include an individual who has made
a lasting and profound contribution in the
areas of women's learning, scholarship and
leadership; and who has helped create a
climate in which such changes can develop
and grow.
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
very proud of the school 's accomplishments. In comparison to surrounding school districts, the student test scores were outstanding."

continued from page 1
To submit a nomination, send the nominee' s name, title and department,
curriculum vita and reasons for the nomination to the College of
University-wide Interdisciplinary Initiatives Dean's Office, 2172 Au Sable
Hall, by February 28.
The award will be presented during the Outstanding Women's Awards
Ceremony, scheduled for March 16 at noon in the Kirkhof Center.

William Knoester has been principal at Excel since it opened and, in
2004, was named "Administrator of the Year" by the Michigan
Association of Public School Academies. Excel is managed by National
Heritage Academies.

GVFaces

Women's Center seeks
student award nominees

Stacy Stout, OMA Freshman Academy
and special projects coordinator

The Women's Center invites nominations for the Outstanding Female
Student Award, which is presented to students who have significantly
impacted the lives of women or girls.

Stacy Stout has worked for Grand
Valley's Multicultural Affairs
Office for a number of years, first
as a student employee and now as
coordinator of the Freshman
Academy, a six-week program
aimed at preparing incoming
students for college life.

Send names of nominees and supporting materials to Jo Ann Wassenaar,
161 Kirkhof Center, by February 25. Information may also be sent via
e-mail to wassenaj@gvsu.edu.
The award will be presented during the March 16 Outstanding Women's
Awards Ceremony.

Excel Charter Academy
receives new seven-year contract
Excel Charter Academy in Grand Rapids has been reauthorized for seven
more years - receiving the longest contract available. The K-8 academy
is one of Grand Valley's first charter schools, opening in 1995. Excel
serves 650 students: 40 percent are minorities, 30 percent are economically
disadvantaged and 11 percent are recipients of special education services.
The Grand Valley Board of Trustees approved the new contract, which
will take effect July 1, at its February board meeting.
Charter School Director Ed Richardson said reauthorization is determined
after four areas of review: finances, governance, student achievement and
site review.

Along with Academy duties, Stout
Stacy Stout
created and chairs the Hispanic
Awareness Committee. She also
serves as adviser to the Latino Student Union, Sigma Lambda
Gamma and the Independent Greek Council. She said these programs have helped create multiple mentorship programs to enhance
multicultural understanding and diversity.
Stout is also the adviser to the Black Leaders Coalition, which is
designed to strengthen black organizations and professionalism.
"The coalition consists of two workshops set to unify professional
development," she said. "The goal is to unite all minorities on the
GVSU campus."
Stout earned a bachelor's degree in biology from Grand Valley in
2003. She is currently pursuing a master's degree in education and
said she would like to earn a doctorate in education. "It's all a lot of
work, but it's a lot of fun," she said of taking classes.

"Excel did extremely well in all four areas," said Richardson. "We are
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News

Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly

during the summer. The submi s-

sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o

Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, was
interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 about Gov.
Jennifer Granholm 's State of the State address .

forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221.
Fax: 616-331 -2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/onli ne/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

GVNOW

Sketches

Alexey G. Nikitin, assistant professor of biology,
was interviewed by WXMI-TV Channel 17 about
the medical ethics of a doctor in Ionia.

Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy, presented a
paper, "The Vocation of Dialogue," at a UNESCO
International Conference on Unity and Diversity in
Religion and Culture in Seattle.

Mary Jo Miedema, nursing case manager at the
GVSU Family Health Center, was interviewed by
WOOD-TV Channel 8 about meningitis vaccinations for college freshmen.

Kevin Tutt, assistant professor of music, gave a
presentation, "Questioning for Quality?" at the
Music Educators National Conference in Ann Arbor.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily onl ine publication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

Tim Penning, assistant professor of communications, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13's
"Take Five" program about Super Bowl ads.

Ben Rudolph, professor of marketing, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 about saving
money when shopping.
Financial Aid staff members Ken Fridsma and
Vicky Powers were interviewed by the Grand
Rapids Press about how students can avoid fi nancial
aid scams.

Charles Norris, associate professor of music, gave
a presentation, "Every Child Has a Voice," at the
Music Educators National Conference in Ann Arbor.
Norris is the Michigan Music Educators Association
president-elect.
continued on page 4
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What's Ahead
The presentation is free and open to the public.
The West Michigan Women's Studies Council, a
consortium of professionals from six area colleges and universities, formed to increase
awareness of gender issues. Council members
are Davenport, GVSU, Aquinas, Hope, Calvin
and Grand Rapids Community College.

Visit by female POW
rescheduled

Cellist to present
Arts at Noon concert

Shoshana Johnson, the first black female POW
in U.S. war history, will give a speech at Grand
Valley on Monday, February 21. The event
continues Black History Month events.
Johnson was scheduled to speak on February 9,
but poor weather canceled her flight.

The Arts at Noon series
continues on Tuesday,
February 22, in the CookDeWitt Center with a performance from critically
acclaimed cellist Robert
deMaine.

Her speech, "Heroism Has No Color," on
Monday will begin at 7 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center's Grand River Room. The event, sponsored by the Black Student Union, is open to
the public; there is no admission charge.

The former principal cellist
of the New York String Orchestra and Hartford
Symphony Orchestra, deMaine will perform
works from Bach, Hindemith and a piece he
composed, "Etude-Caprice No. 3 in Brasil."

Allies and Advocates, a network of faculty and
staff members who are visibly supportive of students who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or
transgender, will hold its winter training session
on Friday, February 25.

Counseling Center director
will tell 'Her Story'

deMaine, who was named principal cellist with
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, became the first
cellist to win San Francisco's Irving M. Klein
International Competition for Strings in 1990.

The training session will run from 12:45-4 p.m.
in the Laker Village South Community Center.
Light refreshments will be served. Register for
training by sending an e-mail to Mary Jo Thiel
at thielm@gvsu.edu.

Robert deMaine

Barbara Palombi,
director of the
Counseling and
Career Development
Center, will talk
about her career and
living with the challenges of a disability
during a "Her Story"
presentation.
The presentation will
Barbara Palombi
begin at noon on
Tuesday, February 22, in Cabins D, E and F of
Kirkhof Center. Participants are welcome to
bring their lunches.
Her Story, sponsored by the Women's Center
and Women's Commission, is an opportunity to
hear stories by women in leadership positions
on campus.

Women's Studies Council
to present Hill
Attorney and law professor Anita Hill will discuss "Race, Gender and Power in America"
during a presentation, sponsored by the West
Michigan Women's Studies Council, at 7 p.m.
on Thursday, February 24, at the Calvin College
Chapel.
Considered by many an historical figure, Hill
rose to prominence during the 1991 Supreme
Court confirmation hearings for Justice
Clarence Thomas. The televised hearings threw
her into the national spotlight and changed forever, not only her own life, but also the way
people view sexual harassment, gender and the
judicial confirmation process.

Allies and Advocates
will hold winter training

During training, participants will learn about the
history of Allies and Advocates at GVSU, receive
basic information about GLBT issues, and will
learn how to be an ally for GLBT students.

Open forum planned for
Banner project
An open forum detailing the upgrade of Grand
Valley's major administrative software packages
will be held at the De Vos Center, room 203D, at
2 p.m. on Friday, February 25.
The Banner project is a suite of applications
that will upgrade student records, finance and
human resources systems. For more information
about the project, visit www.gvsu.edu/it/banner
or e-mail banner@gvsu.edu.

Exhibit will showcase
unique aspect of campus history
It's a favorite destination for classes, nature lovers, or just lovers.
Grand Valley's Ravines hold a unique and special place in the university's history. An art exhibit next month will showcase how important the
Ravines have been to students, faculty and staff members.
Dellas Henke, associate professor of art and design, and a student have
collected poems, essays, photographs, research papers and other raw
data on the Ravines for an exhibit that will open March 17 in the Special
Collections Library at Seidman House at the Allendale Campus.
Henke and Jennifer Pope began their search for materials in April, as
part of the Summer Scholars Program.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

"We received materials from the biology department, geology, all sorts
of different class projects," Henke said. The materials will be displayed
along with color woodcuts by Pope and photographs by Henke.

Del/as Henke, associate professor of art and design, and student
Jennifer Pope will display original research materials, woodcuts and
photographs of the Ravines during a special exhibit that opens in
March.

The project's goal, according to Henke, was to document the history of
the Ravines and for patrons to gain a better understanding of the
Ravines.

Along with life sciences research, Henke said the Ravines have held an
important place in Grand Valley's social history.

"I've been wandering around the Ravines for 22 years ... and have grown
to love them. I've also seen them disappear," he said, referring to campus
and highway construction. "We need to protect them. Many alums will
consider the Ravines the most unique feature of this university."

The exhibit will be celebrated with a special opening reception on
March 17, from 4:30-6 p.m. Henke said archiving the Ravines will continue; the Special Collections Library will house materials from the
exhibit, along with future items.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through March 4
Gallery hours: Exhibit, "David Kroll: Recent
Work." Art Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for
more information.

Leagues. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call
x12177 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 24
8 a.m.-3 p.m.: College of Education presents
Math in Action Conference. EC. Call x13431
for more information.
2:30 p.m.: Middle East Studies Lecture featuring
Joshua Hammer. CDC. Call x13184 for more
information.

Mon., Feb. 21
7 p.m.: Black History Month Event: Lecture by
Shoshana Johnson, Iraq War POW. Grand
River Room, KC. Call x12177 for information.
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert: University
Band and Concert Band. LAT, PAC. Call
x13484 for more information.

Tues., Feb. 22
12 noon: Black History Month Event: Black
Wall Street, Portraits in American Business.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12177.

12 noon: Women's Center presents "Her Story,"
featuring Barbara Palombi. Cabins D, E, F,
KC. Call x12748 for more information.

2 p.m.: Open Forum on Banner project. 203D,
DEV.
5:30 p.m.-12 midnight: President's Ball. De Vos
Place, Grand Rapids. Call x12020 for ticket
information.
7 p.m.: Middle East Studies Concert featuring
Latif Bolat, Turkish musician. CDC. Call
x13184 for more information.

4 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development
Workshop: Note Taking: Your Memory on
Paper. 204 STU. Call x13266 for more information.

8-10 p.m.: Music Department Concert: Large
Jazz Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for
more information.

7 p.m.: West Michigan Women 's Studies Council
presents Anita Hill. Calvin College Chapel.

Sun., Feb. 27

7 p.m.: Black Hi story Month Event: 1001 Black
Inventions. A play describing the vast intellectual contributions of Africans and African
Americans. CDC. Call xl2177 for more
information.

3-5 p.m. : Music Department Concert: GVSU
Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484 for
more information.

Mon., Feb. 28
Fri., Feb. 25

12 noon: Arts At Noon Series. Robert deMaine,
cello. CDC. Call x13484 for more information.

12:45-4 p.m. : Allies and Advocates Training
Session. Laker Village South Community
Center. Call x 17596 for more information.

7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business
Breakfast Series: Sustainability in a Diverse
Community, featuring George Heartwell,
mayor of Grand Rapids. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl 7100 for more
information.

7 p.m.: Black History Month Event:
Conversations on the Negro Baseball

12 noon: History Colloquium: Friendships and
the Nation: The Homosocial World of
Russia's Universities in the Early 19th
Century. 1111 MAK. Call x 12118 for more
information.
8-10 p.m. : Music Department Concert: Small
Jazz Combos. Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more information.
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continued from page 3
David Gross, adjunct professor of music, gave a
presentation, "The Musical Percussionist," at the
Music Educators National Conference in Ann
Arbor.
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing,
wrote an article, "U.S.-Canada Border Policy:
Costs and Options," published in the Journal of
Transportation Law, Logistics and Policy.

Chemistry faculty members Deborah
Herrington and Ellen Yezierski were awarded a

grant from the Camille and Henry Dreyfus
Foundation Special Grant Program in the
Chemical Sciences for their project, "Target
Inquiry - Bringing Inqutry to the Classroom
Through Research, Inquiry Materials Adaptation,
and Implementation." The program will help
support teachers in the new chemistry concentration for the master's of education program.
Jim Penn, assistant professor of geography and
planning, presented a paper, "A Natural History
of the Amazon: Exploring the Past and Prospects
for the Future," at the GVSU Conference on the
Americas.

Michael Cotter, associate professor of marketing, co-authored a paper, "Pressurized Zero Sum Game Negotiation Outcomes," published in
Marketing Management Journal.
David Austin, professor of mathematics, wrote
an article, "The Center of Population of the
United States," for the online version of the
American Mathematical Society journal. Also,
several pieces of mathematical art by Austin
appear in the catalog Mathemat{ques & Arts,
Arts & Mathemat{que.

